\'I
@ LIFE

AR arfarehy sraqaeneT va et aRwe - fRATerer g srqaeer qeyr, e
XXV It AT STaUTeT TAEHR THE (RAG) 35F $T FrAga

fesTer: 02 e, 2026

HRAT arfaieht rqaeneT va fuem aRve fRATerdeT aof regaers €= (ICFRE-HFRI),

R & XXVIIET arf¥en J1TaeTe Hegen HHg (RAG) daeh 02 FldeR, 2026 T HEUT
EACET el 7 AT T TS| YRS & HEY ceheilehl ITRRRT AT FTAAT HART ool o
T3l RAG e Tl T TaRTd fohar qT daeh T 3cafa, geasifa 3R 3eceat @ 3aerd F:|

3egiel ST f6 da $r regerar st #ANT y9ferard, A, dr.ar.ar.fRra.-fg.a.31.9.,
forerem et

dcaard ST AT o S H IfFded & I JAT 3THRT #Aredd ¥ 39ieyg sl
fafase RAG dc&al &1 gifce TamTa Faml 39e URAe GaiUsT & 30 98U &



Y T GHW U TARARAN F T YIS IHU  STATET FY
@ifrd FATl 3ol MM a%d I fr [AAvAT T 9 geTar vd dgder & A5
ITHYT IRATSTAT JEATET HT I[OTaar H FUR gran|  H.arfRg.-fFa.3r.4., Rear
T FEEH AT YU, STFHARAR TAT degrd oo fardd g, el dAlefs U
Tacareer gIRfEafas dF uiv Sad §; 31 57 &l W Oy eure & 3ads g
ITHYTT  3ERIhT-3MUIRA, IEGINE TUT &F T dlcehlicleh  IRIEATAR 3R
ArAfSS-3% AT & FAT W Hgd g afeT| Ieglel I & FEA &
deTfelepl gaRT wRE @ S5 Affest eEueT vl @ 3e aRAISET v S
fhu SMEEN 3ol RAG WeHdl @ WGl & HHTCIcHS Hedihed X 3elehl
4 gedT Td IOl Sl 8 SgHeT T oot b1 3T fohaT|

Sl 3Rael qUdrel, d=Tfieh-F Td g

TH-aTS (ITHUT) o TEJHRIOT & |

HETH T HEATA T 3THUTT U fIEAR
arfafaferal X yemrer srelm| 3egiat HEATeT
T AR AT ASTA-NURS g | A\ 5 L \
STt 1 SR T o 81 g

3egiel ol 3w qreg genfaai—Podophyllum  hexandrum,  Picrorhiza kurroa T

Valeriana jatamansi—aT 9 fREAT dUT HFRI @Rt fasfaa qreg-3manRa 3camer, &

HISHNISSTol ot 3T T8 T Hallael, Sta-shdehaT12 ‘33 CISeh! v, AISHNISSIol o
3qte TRHIMNY TEU AT oeaid-3maiRd 3curg fGA-3redanrr 3R RaA-arafed-17 &
SR H FARIT| 351e1 AT 3T FETal i TRSehel it H [T RAG HeEd! & Feral
Hged ol ITTehd [T | TRATSTAT HedTehe & HlAIES FISE ERIR fo RAG # fa&qa
AT T HA & 76 JETal 1 e Ferddl/3ieTAesT g ICFRE, Sgige i 3elHee
A FfATT (RPC) o TaaT YT foham e |




s, 9.0H. ad, HgRF HETIGeh (THY Td Alelalr), 8T ar. 3. R 0., Sgnee o
9 IRTAE T A fafse RAG deat 1 FanTd fham| 3+l wer f faffie
ROURHT I ORISR & &Y AT HJHUE YEAEl W Ta] &l qAT 306
QTS el A RAG &1 Hgeaqul ${fAHT §1 3wl d=ATAehl/IeTeT 3dVehl & FHTST
Hr AEdfdh HTHUT TARIASKAIIN T Teholed el HT G fhar| 3eglar 3mem
I fr fF doh A g3 vl vd FAAR-fAAT & IR IwawH (Pls) F 30
gEdat & fAffie dge3ft A1 IRShd IR Fge A &d AN dAfdw gHa ud
feen-farder wrea giat|

3cdied @9 & 3d # 3. dudld, §HE THeadsh (IEUE) o NuuRe Y=gdie
G Y& fhar duT RAG @eddi, URTNSET 3iwdweh 3R @l gicenfaar &
39Tt ud ARt & fov 3R cgerd foRa|

d&eerh O

egel o YUl 3feduehl (Pls) @ 3E[Y fhar f& @ 30a AHqaue 9E&dd RAG
HeHT & THET GEJd | 3egiel AT T & TISC TG AT i, d=iieleh &
¥ goo 3R FcAMa Hri-ueuiaal, JUrdwe Fofc Y qor Faamet H demidd
CIE) q—gzrrﬁ giel 39 IRUMAT 9 ol fGAT| dheltehl @ H  HT.a7.37.1A.9.-8.9.37.9.,
fRIereT & qenfaishl garT 316 (08) wAdiel eJHUT IRASTAT FEdTd FEdd by arg|

IRASTAT 1: Fegr@ Fr ffd ATTTAT Taeafadr & ganad F SHceanon|

PROJECT 1: HERBARIUM DIGITALIZATION OF COLD DESERT FLORA OF
LADAKH
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PROJECT 2: ON-FARM EVALUATION OF INDIGENOUS AMF BIOFERTILIZER FOR
ENHANCING CROP GROWTH AND YIELD
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PROJECT 3: ASSESSMENT OF PLANT AND INSECT DIVERSITY IN KARAKORAM
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, LADAKH (UT)
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PROJECT 4: MONITOR THE INFLUENCE OF EXTERNAL FACTORS PROMOTING
INSECT PEST ATTACK ON BETULA UTILIS AND DEVELOP
SUITABLE ECO-FRIENDLY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
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PROJECT 5: INVESTIGATE THE IMPACT OF CLIMATIC FACTORS ON
DISTRIBUTION OF INSECT DIVERSITY WITH EMPHASIS ON BENEFICIAL
INSECTS IN SUBALPINE FORESTS OF DISTT. SHIMLA, HIMACHAL PRADESH
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PROJECT 6: SURVEY, SELECTION, ESTABLISHMENT AND EVALUATION OF

GERMPLASM OF SEABUCKTHORN (HIPPOPHAE RHAMNOIDES SUBSP.
TURKESTANICA ROUSI) IN THE COLD DESERT
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PROJECT 7: POPULATION ASSESSMENT, HABITAT SUITABILITY MAPPING AND
RAISING OF QUALITY PLANTING STOCK OF FRAXINUS
XANTHOXYLOIDES FOR IN SITU CONSERVATION in HIMACHAL
PRADESH AND JAMMU & KASHMIR, UT
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aRAleer 8: 3av-uftesdt fearerdY & 7 wiator ¥F Malus baccata (L.) Borkh. adr

Crataegus songarica K. Koch & fiqr v a3 sl &1 Arerhaor

PROJECT 8: STANDARDIZATION OF SEED AND NURSERY TECHNOLOGY OF MALUS
BACCATA (L.) BORKH. AND CRATAEGUS SONGARICA K. KOCH FOR
CONSERVATION IN NORTH-WEST HIMALAYAN REGION
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PROCEEDINGS OF XXVII"™ ANNUAL RESEARCH ADVISORY GROUP
(RAG) MEETING OF ICFRE-HIMALAYAN FOREST RESEARCH
INSTITUTE

HELD ON 02" SEPTEMBER, 2026

The XXV1I™ annual Research Advisory Group (RAG) Meeting of ICFRE- Himalayan Forest
Research Institute (HFRI), Shimla was held in the conference hall of the institute on 2"

September, 2026. At the outset, Ms. Savita Kumari Banyal, Chief Technical Officer welcomed
all RAG members and apprised about genesis and objectives of RAG meeting. She informed one
and all that Dr. Manisha Thapliyal, Director, ICFRE-HFRI will chair the RAG meeting.

Thereafter, Dr. Thapliyal, extended warm welcome to all the distinguished RAG members
present physically as well as on virtual mode. In her opening remarks, she highlighted research
achievements of institute aligning with its mandate and major thrust areas. She hoped that
collaboration of opportunities with the vast expertise will improve the quality of research project
proposal. Since the mandate of HFRI, Shimla covers Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, and
Ladakh, which harbour fragile ecosystems, these regions deserve utmost attention. Therefore, the

research should be need-based, practical, and focused on addressing the pressing ecological and



socio-economic challenges of the region. Further she informed that eight projects covering
various research issues of jurisdiction region of the institute will be presented by scientist of the
institute. She requested all esteemed RAG members to evaluate all project proposals critically
and give their valuable suggestions for improving scientific vigour and quality of the research

projects.

Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Scietist-F and Group Co-ordinator (Research) highlighted the research and
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extension activities of the institute
through a presentation. He also briefed
about progress of four on-going plan
research projects of institute. He
apprised the members about five
varieties of three medicinal plant viz.
Podophyllum hexandrum, Picrorhiza
kurroa and Valeriana jatamansi and
different  plant based  products
developed by HFRI like mycorrhizal biofertilizer (Him Mrida Sanjeevani ), bio-fungicide(Him
Tricho Kawach), mycorrhizal biofertilizer (Himgrowth booster) and botanicals (Him-Albiwash),
Him-Biokil-1. He highlighted the significance of inputs /suggestions of expert RAG members for
fine tuning of new research proposals. He elaborated the criteria of evaluation of projects and
informed that after thorough discussions and modifications of project in RAG, projects would be
further submitted to Research Policy Committee (RPC) at the ICFRE, Dehradun for

consideration and grant of funds.

In his introductory remark, Dr. P.S. Rawat, ADG (R&P), ICFRE, Dehradun, welcomed the
distinguished members of the RAG and told that RAG has important role to discuss the new
research proposals and reframe them as per the requirement of various stakeholders. Besides,
ADG (R&P) urged Scientists/Principal Investigators to evaluate the actual research needs of
society. He expressed the hope that the discussions and deliberations held during the meeting
would provide valuable scientific inputs to the Project Investigators (PIs) for refining and
strengthening various aspects of their research proposals, in line with the suggestions and
recommendations of the RAG members.

Towards the end of the inaugural session, Dr. Tapwal, GCR proposed a formal vote of thanks,
expressing his sincere gratitude to the RAG members, Project Investigators, and all participants

for their valuable presence during the session.



TECHNICAL SESSION:

The Chairperson asked the Principal Investigators (PIs) to present their research proposals before
the RAG members, with particular emphasis on clearly defined and measurable objectives,
scientifically sound and validated methodologies, realistic budgetary provisions, and tangible
outcomes with potential benefits to stakeholders. In the technical session of the RAG, eight (08)

new research projects proposals were presented by the scientists of ICFRE-HFRI, Shimla.

PROJECT 1: HERBARIUM DIGITALIZATION OF COLD DESERT FLORA OF
LADAKH

The first project entitled Herbarium

1

digitalization of cold desert flora of
Ladakh was presented by Dr. Ranjana
Negi, Scientist- E, Extension division. She
highlighted the problem statement, need of
project proposal. Explaining the details of
the proposed work, the PI outlined the short

term and long term objectives, study area,

methodology and expected outcome from
the research work. After the presentation, Chairperson requested the RAG members to evaluate

the project proposal and provide their inputs/comments.

Starting the discussion on the project proposal, Dr.
| R.S. Minhas, Chairman, HIMOARD, Rampur
appreciated the idea and enquired about the past
work done on the topic. In response to the query, Pl
informed that digitalization of cold Desert flora of
Ladakh has not been carried out exclusively. She
- informed that some scattered work has been carried

o er

out by BSI, Luc'know. Dr. Deepak Paania, Professor, Central University Jammu suggested to
use tested software used by other other organizations earlier for such works. Dr. Sanjay Uniyal,
Senior Principal Scientist, IHBT, Palampur advised to use high resolution and proper barcoding
for digitization of herbarium samples. Dr Sukalp Sharma, General Manager, Rosin and Turpentine
Factory Bilaspur suggested amending the project title by adding location. Dr. P.S. Rawat, ADG
(R&P), ICFRE, Dehradun advised to digitize all available herbarium specimen of cold desert

and asked to consult FRI Dehradun for finalization of suitable software. He instructed to reduce



the manpower cost from project proposal and modify budget accordingly. The provision of
security during listing of data on server may be ensured. He also asked to thoroughly go through
the text and to include the beneficiaries of outcome of project in the revised project document
before submission.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Digitize all available herbarium specimen of cold desert

® High resolution and proper barcoding for digitization of herbarium sample

® Finalization of suitable software for digitalization

® Reduce manpower cost and modify project budget accordingly

Project has been recommended for RPC

PROJECT 2: ON-FARM EVALUATION OF INDIGENOUS AMF BIOFERTILIZER FOR
ENHANCING CROP GROWTH AND YIELD

Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Scientist-F,
Forest Protection Division,
presented the second research
project proposal titled ‘On-farm
evaluation of indigenous AMF
bio-fertilizer for enhancing crop
growth and yield> The PI

presented the problem statement

and articulated the rationale and

i

need for undertaking the proposed project. The presentation covered the proposed research plan,
including the short- and long-term objectives, study area, methodological framework, and
anticipated outcomes. Following the presentation, the Chairperson invited the RAG members to
critically evaluate the proposal and provide their observations, suggestions, and technical inputs

for further refinement of the research plan.

Dr. Deepak Pathania, Professor, Central University Jammu, suggested Pl to include soil
properties and nutrient analysis in the proposal. Dr. R.S. Minhas told that his organization
would be happy to provide their fields for establishing experimental trials. Dr. Sanjay Uniyal
suggested to standardize the application of doze and also told that focus should be on particular

varieties for better results. Dr Sanjay Thakur, ex Dean UHF Nauni suggested to make



comparative studies viz.-a-viz., application of chemical and Bio fertilizers. Dr. Sukalp Sharma
suggested for selection of particular crop so that future application protocol can be developed. Dr. Pawan

Rana, Scientist-F HFRI, Shimla suggested collaborating with Agriculture University for crop varieties.

Dr. P.S. Rawat, ADG (R&P), asked to reduce the manpower and modify the budget
accordingly. He told that origin of problem, clear-cut role of HFRI and collaborating IARI

justification of including horticultural and agricultural crops, selecting experimental sites,
beneficiaries of outcome of the study should be clearly mention in project draft. He also asked to
thoroughly go through the text of project and correct the project document before submission.
Dr. Thapliyal asked to take formal consent of Co-PI from partner organization.
Recommendations of RAG:

® Include soil properties and nutrient analysis in the proposal

@ Standardize the application of dose and also focus should be on particular varieties for better

results

® [ocus should be on selection of particular crop so that future application protocol can be developed.
® Obtain consent of Co-PI from partner organization

® Reduce manpower and modify project budget accordingly

Project has been recommended for RPC

PROJECT 3: ASSESSMENT OF PLANT AND INSECT DIVERSITY IN KARAKORAM
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY, LADAKH (UT)

The third project proposal was presented by Dr. Ry -
Ranjeet Kumar, Scientist-F, FE&CC Div. r_ \v

Firstly, he discussed the problem statement and ®

explained the rationale and need for undertaking
the proposed project. The presentation covered
the proposed research plan, including the short-

and long-term  objectives, study area,

methodological framework and anticipated ol LT e ()
outcomes. Following the presentation, the Chairperson invited the RAG members to critically
evaluate the proposal and provide their observations, suggestions, and technical inputs for further

refinement of the research project.



Initiating the discussion on the project proposal,
Dr. Sushila D. Negi, Associate Professor&
Chairperson, Department of  Microbiology,
Himachal Pradesh University Shimla, suggested
including conservation objective in the project

proposal. Dr. L.M. Gupta, Professor and Head,

SKUAST-Jammu suggested to include preparation

- —

of herbarium specimens from the study area; however, the effective project duration may be

constrained due to the limited working season in the selected study area, accordingly project

period may be increased. Dr. Minhas also expressed concurrence with Dr. Gupta. Dr. Deepak

Pathania suggested carrying out exhaustive literature survey for avoiding duplication of work.

Dr. Sanjay Uniyal advised for categorization of area on the basis of altitude for assessment of

plant diversity. Dr. P.S. Rawat, ADG (R&P) advised that the project objectives should be clearly

aligned with the title and overall scope of the proposed research project. He asked to reduce the

budget and include the justification of origin of the problem and taking up the study and

beneficiaries of the outcome of the study. Also suggested for thorough review of literature and

examine the text of draft and correct it accordingly before submission.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Include conservation objective in the project

® Collect and prepare herbarium specimens from the study area

® Conduct exhaustive literature survey and includes latest literature and there should be no
duplication of work

® Project objectives should be clearly aligned with the title and overall scope of the project

Project has been recommended for RPC

PROJECT 4: MONITOR THE INFLUENCE OF EXTERNAL FACTORS PROMOTING
INSECT PEST ATTACK ON BETULA UTILIS AND DEVELOP
SUITABLE ECO-FRIENDLY MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
In continuation, Dr. Pawan Kumar, " 80 T e

Scientist-F, Forest Protection Division

presented research project on “Monitor the
Influence of external factors promoting

insect pest attack on Betula utilis and



develop suitable eco-friendly management practices”. He elaborated on the research problem
and provided the rationale and justification for undertaking the proposed study. The presentation
covered the major components of the research plan, including the short- and long-term
objectives, scope and study area, proposed methodology and anticipated outcomes. Following
the presentation, the Chairperson invited the
RAG members for providing suggestions, ,H
and technical comments to further improve !
and refine the proposed research project. }

Dr. Shushma Bhardwaj, Prof. (Rtd.), UHF ; : |

Nauni suggested to suitably revise the

project title, as the term “external factors”

encompasses a broad range of components,
making it difficult to comprehensively
address all such factors within the scope and duration of the proposed study. Therefore, the title
should be made more specific and focused by clearly indicating the key factors or components
that will be investigated. She also suggested including only major pests in his study. Dr
Shushila D. Negi suggested including DNA barcoding, but PI responded that it is not under the
scope of study. Dr Rawat, ADG(R&P) asked to include comparative analysis of commercial
pesticides and botanical pesticides developed by the institute. He also advised to include the
justification of origin of the problem and taking up the study and beneficiaries of the outcome of
the study in the project document. The external factors and extent of damage on Betula utilis
should be clearly mentioned. Also suggested for thorough review of literature and examine the

text of draft and correct it accordingly before submission.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Modify the project title

® The external factors and extent of damage on Betula utilis should be clearly mentioned in the
project document.

® Make ccomparative analysis of commercial pesticides and botanical pesticides developed by
the institute

® Thoroughly examine and correct the text of the project proposal before submission

Project recommended for RPC



PROJECT 5: INVESTIGATE THE IMPACT OF CLIMATIC FACTORS ON
DISTRIBUTION OF INSECT DIVERSITY WITH EMPHASIS ON BENEFICIAL
INSECTS IN SUBALPINE FORESTS OF DISTT. SHIMLA, HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dr. Pawan Kumar, Scientist-F, FPD
presented another project proposal on
‘Investigate the impact of climatic
factors on distribution of insect
diversity with emphasis on beneficial
insects in subalpine forests of distt.
Shimla, Himachal Pradesh’. He briefed
about origin of the problem, past work

carried out, methodology and expected
outcome. At the end of presentation, the chairperson invited suggestions of RAG members for
improvement of the project proposal. Dr. Sanjay Uniyal advised to include foraging activity of
beneficial insects in proposed study. Dr Rawat, ADG(R&P) advised to include baseline
metrological data of all sites to be selected for study and also suggested to modify title of the
project as per the objectives. The concrete origin of problem, justification of taking study in sub
alpine region of Shimla district, targeted beneficial insects, beneficiaries of the outcomes should
be clearly mentioned in the project document. Also suggested for thorough review of literature
and examine the text of draft and correct it accordingly before submission. Dr. Thapliyal,

Chairperson asked to take formal consent of Co-PI of partner organization.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Include baseline metrological data of all sites to be selected for study
® Include foraging activity of beneficial insects in the study

® Modify title and objective accordingly

® Obtain consent of Co-PI from partner organization

Project recommended for RPC



PROJECT 6: SURVEY, SELECTION, ESTABLISHMENT AND EVALUATION OF

GERMPLASM OF SEABUCKTHORN (HIPPOPHAE RHAMNOIDES
SUBSP. TURKESTANICA ROUSI) IN THE COLD DESERT REGION
OF LADAKH FOR FUTURE BREEDING PROGRAMME

The sixth presentation of technical session
was given by Dr. Mohd. Ibrahim,
Scientist-E, Genetics and Tree
Improvement  Division on aforesaid
research project proposal. Describing the
concept of the research project, the PI put

together information on the targeted
: species and also listed the broad objectives

and expected outcomes of proposed

project. After the presentation, chairperson requested the RAG members for their comments and

views on the research project proposal.

Dr. Minhas suggested mentioning the local name of the species, i.e., Chharma, and also
advised including thorn-less varieties of the species and promoting their production. Dr.
Sanjay Uniyal asked to explore the literature exhaustively and incorporate the latest
available literature. Dr. Sanjeev Thakur expressed concern regarding the duplication of
work and advised conducting an exhaustive literature survey. The PI responded that, for the
breeding programme, there is a need to narrow down the diverse population. Dr. Sukalp
Sharma expressed concern about the short duration of the study and suggested increasing
the project period. Dr. Rawat, ADG (R&P), also advised conducting a more comprehensive
literature survey and modify the project title as per the objectives, it should clearly reflect
the future breeding programme. Also asked to reduce the budget of the project. Evaluation
criteria for the species need to be identified in consideration of the species and past work
done. Also suggested to examine the text of draft and correct it accordingly before

submission.

Recommendations of RAG:

Conduct thorough literature review and include latest literature
Modify the project title as per the objectives
Reduce the budget of the project

Project period can be increased and modify it accordingly

Project recommended for RPC



PROJECT 7: POPULATION ASSESSMENT, HABITAT SUITABILITY MAPPING AND
RAISING OF QUALITY PLANTING STOCK OF FRAXINUS
XANTHOXYLOIDES FOR IN SITU CONSERVATION in HIMACHAL
PRADESH AND JAMMU & KASHMIR, UT

The seventh research project on the topic
mentioned above was presented by Dr. Swaran
Lata, Scientist-E, Silviculture and Forest
Management Division. Firstly, she discussed
the background and origin of the concept, its
importance, the methodology to be followed,

and the deliverables and expected outcomes of

the research project. Some of the RAG
members were concerned about duplication of the work and in response Pl told that no such
exhaustive studies have been taken up in past. Following the presentation, Chairperson, RAG
invited suggestions of members for refinement of the project proposal. Dr Minhas suggested
incorporating and evaluating economic potential of the species in the project proposal. Dr
Sanjeev Thakur advised to devise criteria for selection of best seed source. Dr Sanjay Uniyal
opined that with the change in climate, habitat suitability may change so keeping this in view, for
future prediction, habitat prediction suitability model may be included. Dr. Rawat, ADG (R&P)
had query about in-situ conservation and asked to reduce the manpower cost and budget of the
project. He suggested that in consideration of previous works on the species under FGR, study to
be confined to the germplasm collection and selection of superior seed source for conservation
with respect to importance of species in HP and J&K. Accordingly the project should be
modified in consideration with earlier work done in FGR project. He advised to include the
suggestions of the RAG members in the revised project proposal.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Incorporation and evaluation of economic potential of the species in the project proposal

® Devise criteria for selection of best seed source

® Habitat prediction suitability model may be included

® Reduce the manpower cost and budget of the project and modify the proposal accordingly
Project recommended for RPC



PROJECT 8: STANDARDIZATION OF SEED AND NURSERY TECHNOLOGY OF MALUS
BACCATA (L.) BORKH. AND CRATAEGUS SONGARICA K. KOCH FOR
CONSERVATION IN NORTH- g
WEST HIMALAYAN REGION

The eighth and final presentation of RAG was

made by Sh. P.S. Negi, Scientist-E, Silviculture

and Forest Management Division on the project
entitled above. Firstly, he explained the
background and origin of the concept, its
importance, the methodology to be followed,

and the deliverables and expected outcomes of the research project

Dr. Minhas suggested including nutritional analysis work but it was already done as responded
by Pl. He also questioned about duration of four year project. Dr. Rawat, ADG (R&P)
emphasized need for development of seed and nursery technology of these species. He asked to
include justification of taking up two species in the study, threat and conservation aspects of the
species, and beneficiaries of the outcomes in the project proposal. The clear-cut gaps for the
study should also be there in presentation to be made before RPC. He told that text of the
proposal should be examined meticulously and corrected before submission. He asked to reduce
the budget of the project.

Recommendations of RAG:

® Need of development of seed and nursery technology of these species

® Reduce the budget of the project and modify the proposal

® Include beneficiaries of the outcomes in the project proposal.

Project recommended for RPC
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After the completion of presentation on eight research

roject proposals, Dr. Manisha Thaplival, Director ;
P OJeCt proposals, anisha apliyal, ecto mnMrum@,PanMin;Ei,snlml:_-:r;u.‘j"l: yg;m;‘.n..“:

and Chairperson summed up the proceedings of the
technical session and invited ADG (RP) to provide
valuable suggestions in connection with different
research proposals presented during the RAG meeting.

Dr. Sanjay Uniyal advised that the origin and |
justification of each project must be clearly stated. He emphasized that proposals must align with

Government themes, national missions, and direct societal needs. Furthermore, he highlighted



that the adoption of modern and emerging technologies in this era of Artificial Intelligence (Al)
must ultimately benefit society at large.

Dr. P.S. Rawat, ADG (Research and
Planning), thanked all RAG (Research Advisory
Group) members for their valuable suggestions.
He directed the Principal Investigators (PIs) to
implement structural changes and modify their
project proposals based on the experts’ comments
and inputs. He instructed that all RAG

recommendations must be fully incorporated into
the respective projects before their final submission to the RPC (Research Policy Committee) at
ICFRE Headquarters.

At the end of session, Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Scientist-F, ICFRE-HFRI, proposed the formal vote
of thanks. He expressed gratitude to the esteemed members of the RAG for sparing their valuable

time and providing critical insights to improve the quality of the project proposals.
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