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A Report on "Seed, Nursery and Plantation Techniques of Important
Forestry Species' organized by ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research
Institute, Shimla for officers and soldiers of Eco Task Force on
June 23-24, 2026

A two-day training program on "Seed, Nursery, and Plantation Techniques of Important Forestry
Species" was organized by ICFRE- Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla on June 23-24,
2026, for officers and soldiers of the Eco Task Force of the Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry
and the Dogra Regiment.

At the inauguration of this two-day training program, Training coordinator, Sh. Pitambar Singh
Negi, Scientist-E, welcomed Dr. Manisha Thapliyal, Director of the ICFRE- Himalayan Forest
Research Institute, Shimla; all the scientists and technical officers present in the auditorium; and
the officers and personnel of the Eco Task Force attending the program. Subsequently, he shared
his views with the participants regarding the forestry-related research being conducted by the
ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, in the North-Western Himalayan regions.
This training program was inaugurated by Dr. Manisha Thapliyal, Director of ICFRE-Himalayan
Forest Research Institute, Shimla. In her address, she stated that the Eco Task Force is making a
commendable contribution to environmental conservation and plantation activities in Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. She also noted that the 127 Infantry Battalion of the Garhwal Rifles
was initially established with the objective of rehabilitating degraded areas in the Himalayan
region and maintaining ecological balance. She stated that the primary task of the Eco Task
Force is to increase forest cover by undertaking plantation drives in difficult terrains. This
training program will prove highly beneficial for them.

During the technical session of the training, Institute scientist Sh. Pitambar Singh Negi delivered
a detailed presentation on the topic "Seed Collection, Handling, Storage, Dormancy and Pre-
sowing Treatments of Forestry Seeds'’. In his presentation, he covered various aspects of seeds

from forestry species, such as seed collection, handling, storage, and pre-sowing treatment.



Subsequently, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-G, delivered a lecture on ""Modern Nursery
Technique for Production of Quality Planting Stock". Dr. Mohammad Ibrahim, Scientist-E,
gave a detailed presentation on "Selection of Quality Planting Material for the Plantation
Programme" . Dr. Ranjeet Kumar, Scientist-F, delivered a lecture on "Forest Fires and Their
Management."

Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, Scientist-F, delivered a lecture on the topic "Diseases of Forest Trees and
Their Management". Subsequently, all the trainees were taken on a tour of the institute's
laboratories and the Technology Demonstration Centre, and were apprised of the research
activities being conducted by the institute.

On the second day of the training program, Sh. Pitambar Singh Negi, Scientist-E delivered the
first lecture on "Nursery and Plantation Techniques of Important Temperate Forestry
Species." In his presentation, he provided a detailed overview of techniques for raising high-
quality seedlings and planting key forestry species such as Juniper, Bhojpatra, Deodar, Rai,
Tosh, Talishpatra, Chilgoza, Ban, Bani, Mohru, Kharsu, and Grey Oak.

Subsequently, Dr. Pawan Kumar, Scientist-F, delivered a lecture on the topic "Insect Pest
Management of Important Forestry Species". He specifically focused on the management and
control of insect pests affecting the seeds and seedlings of Deodar, Chilgoza, Ban, Mohru, and
Juniper. Mr. Kuldesh Kumar, Senior Technical Officer, gave a detailed presentation on " Global
Positioning System (GPS), KML Files, and Its Application in Forestry."

Subsequently, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-G, delivered a lecture on the topic "Plantation
Techniques and Their Management."” At the valedictory ceremony of the training program, Dr.
Manisha Thapliyal, Director of ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, presented
certificates to the officers and personnel of the Eco Task Force who had participated in the
training. 25 officers and soldiers from the Eco Task Forces associated with the 129 Jammu and
Kashmir Light Infantry and the 133 Dogra Regiment, Himachal Pradesh participated in this
training program.

At the conclusion of the closing ceremony, Training Coordinator and Scientist Sh. Pitambar
Singh Negi extended heartfelt thanks to Dr. Manisha Thapliyal Director, ICFRE-Himalayan
Forest Research Institute, Shimla, Commanding Officer Shri Deepak Kumar, Lieutenant Colonel
Shri Praveen Kumar, Lieutenant Colonel Shri Vinay Pathania, all the speakers, and the other

officers and soldiers.
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Glimpses of Training
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