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Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla

%3 & PN Td AT W Foo| A wfAaTor ww Rue

Report on Training on cultivation and marketing of Kadu
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ICFRE-Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla, organized a training and demonstration program on 19

February 2026 for Adi Brahma common interest group of Dhara Kot, Kullu Wildlife Division under the Jadi
Buti Cell JICA, Himachal Pradesh Forest Department and for Om Singhamal Self-Help Group, farmers,
Kullu Wildlife Division staff, and JICA staff.. The program was conducted under the project titled
“Handholding and Skill Development Consultancy for Cultivation of Medicinal Plants for Common Interest
Groups.” which focused on the cultivation, conservation, and marketing of Kaddu

At the outset, Dr. Joginder Singh Chauhan, Training Coordinator and Project Investigator, briefed the
participants about the consultancy project. Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Senior Scientist and Group Coordinator
(Research), who welcomed the Chief Guest Shri Sandeep Sharma, Conservator of Forests, Kullu; Shri
Rajesh Sharma, DFO (Wildlife), Kullu; Shri Angel Chauhan, DFO Kullu; other distinguished Forest
Department officials; and training participants. Chief Guest Shri Sandeep Sharma, Conservator of Forests,
Kullu, advised participants to apply the knowledge gained during training in practical cultivation of
medicinal plants. He emphasized that by scientifically assessing locally available natural products and
obtaining proper information, farmers can increase their profit margins. He noted that many medicinal plants
considered ordinary by local people are actually extraordinary, grow locally, and have much higher real
value. He encouraged cultivation of medicinal plants on vacant land and mentioned that government land
could also be made available to Self-Help Groups for medicinal plant cultivation. He stressed that training
programs are successful only when the knowledge gained is implemented; otherwise, the efforts of the
department and government lose significance. Without public cooperation, no government scheme can
achieve desired results. He added that farmers can earn additional income through medicinal plant
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cultivation. Shri Rajesh Sharma, DFO Wildlife Kullu, urged participants to actively engage in medicinal
plant cultivation and emphasized the need for greater awareness in the region. He stated that such efforts
would ensure conservation of medicinal plants while also providing economic benefits to producer groups.
Shri Angel Chauhan, DFO Kullu, highlighted the need to provide land for cultivation and ensure proper
marketing of available medicinal plants.

Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Senior Scientist and Group Coordinator (Research) shared information about the
institute’s work and assured that the institute’s team would visit farmers to guide them. He provided detailed
information on cultivation, conservation status, and marketing of Kadu in temperate climates. He also
explained the macro-proliferation method to produce multiple plants from a single kadu plant and suggested
precautions in selecting suitable fields or sites and addressing potential challenges. Dr. Ashwani Tapwal,
Head of Extension Division, provided information about bio-fertilizers and bio-fungicides for organic
farming, especially for kadu cultivation. He stated that bio-fertilizers offer a sustainable solution for plant
nutrition and help plants grow and survive in nutrient-deficient soils. He emphasized the importance of
organic farming to ensure the quality of medicinal plants, as chemical fertilizers and pesticides may affect
medicinal properties. Dr. Jagdish Singh, Senior Scientist (Retired), shared methods of cultivating kadu as an
intercrop with horticultural crops to generate additional income. Dr. Joginder Chauhan discussed about
identification, uses, importance, and sustainable harvesting of suitable medicinal plants grown in the region,
such as Chora, Van Kakri, Nihani, and Kuth. He emphasized the need for scientific and sustainable
harvesting practices and told that more than 70% of medicinal plants are being harvested destructively and
unscientifically, pushing many species toward extinction.

After discussions and lectures, on-the-spot solutions were provided to address problems faced by medicinal
plant growers in cultivating kadu. A total of 50 participants, including members of Common Interest
Groups, farmers, Kullu Wildlife Division staff, and JICA staff, attended the training. Additionally, Shri
Rajesh Thakur (ACF Wildlife Kullu), Priya Thakur (SMS), and Kulwant Rai Gulshan and Rajendra Pal
Bhatia from the institute were also present on the occasion. Priya Thakur (SMS), along with Kulwant Rai
Gulshan and Rajendra Pal Bhatia from the institute, played an important role in the successful organization
of the training program.
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