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DG ICFRE inaugurates CBP for JaK Forest Officers,
releases Forest Soil Health Gards

GJ REPORT

JAMMU, AUG 22
Dirccror Genernl, Indian
Council  for  Forestry
Rescarch amd  Education
(ICFRE), Kanchan Devi.

inaugurated o onc-day
Capacity Butlding
Praogramme  (CBP)  for
Forest | Range  Officers

(FROs) and frontline offi-
cials af the Jammue &
Kashmir Forest Department
at the Ferest Infuonmation
Centre,  Bikram  Chowk,
Jamme. The tmining pro-
gramme focused pr Sail
Test ' Based  Nuricnt
Management Prictices und
entiching field functionar-
ies’ an\lcdgc of forest
CCOSYICMS, |

In her  presidential
nddress, the DG empha-
sized the mmpartance of

Forest' Soil Health Cands

| [FSHCs), prepared far all
Temitarial Fonest Divisions
ol JEK under the initiative

of | the  Minisiry of
Environment,  Forst &
Climate Change

" she said,

Bovst. bewiaLetmmdan bemrs B Eiemed, § e

DG ICFRE. Kanchan Oen chalrmn insugurnl session of a
Capacy Bullding Pragramme for J&K Forest Officers at Jamm.

IMoEFCC), Government of
foddsa, She underlined 1lat
aflforectation ami plantation |
activities st be guidd by
soil health paramerers for
longsterm success. "There
is n seamiess: connection
berween  vegetation - and
sails, sarit the Titure of plan.
taliens depends. on undie-
standing sl natrient Stalud
and improving soil lulxll

Kapchan  Devi ﬂlso
noted - that earlier  foeest
soils were assumed simikar
to agriceltural soils, bol
research s shown they are -

i lhuni:od

distinet due | 10 marient
eyching amd  rhizosphere
hmlnp. in nuswral eonsys-
tems,  Tooaddress s
ICERE launched the firsi-
ever pan-India project for
prepasation  of  FSHCs
e different vegettion
lypes W ith support Troen the
cheme.
Runr  Cupta,
& ' HoFF JRK,
ICFRE  and
Himalayan forest [esedeel
Inktituze (JAFRLY, Shimla,
for completing the FSEHCS
for J&K and wrged officials
1o s themn fir raising quals

ity planting material and
ensuring successful
afforestation. He empha-
sized soils' role in carbon
sequestrstion and  warned
that plantation eflforts can-
not sueceed  without
addressing soil-related con-
sirints.

Dr. Sandeep  Sharma,
Dirgctor PRI Shimla,
bricled participanis abaut
the methodology of prepar.
ing FSHCs, including sol
sampling  (ow multiple
forest typey across K.
amadyzed  wsing standard
protocols. He siressed that
the ards will cosble forest
officers 10 make evidence-

- based field decisions.

Teehnical sessions weee
conducied by Dr. RK.
Verma (HERL, Shimla) and
Dr. Vijeader Pal Panwar
(FRL  Dehradun),  who
explained the s<cientific
hasis of the project, sam-
pling  methodolagy, and

el

framawork,
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Forest Soil Health Cards for J&K: DG, ICFRE

L
JAMMU, AUGUST 22: Di-

rector  General, Indian
Council for Forestry Re-
search and Education
(ICFRE), Kanchan Devi,
today inaugurated one-
day capacity  building
programme for the Forest
Range Officers (FROs) and
other frontline function-
aries for Jammu and Kash-

Home / Jammu_& Kashmir / Forest soil health cards to guide afforestation in J&K
zosphere biology in the Suresh Kumar Gupta, Prin-
natural environment and cipal Chief Conservator of
it necessitates the need for  Forests& HofF, Jammu &
assessment of forest soils Kashmir, expressed grat-
separately. itude to ICFRE and HFRI,
Therefore, in this backdrop,  Shimla for completion of
ICFRE envisioned to take Forest Soil Health Cards for
up a broad based study territorial forest divisions
on the forest soils under of J&K. He advised all the
the All India coordinated field functionaries attend-
est Soil Health Cards for survival of trees and as- research project on Prepa-  ing the programme to seek
mir Forest Department at  all Territorial Forest Divi- sociated vegetation large- ration of Forest Soil Health the guidance from the re-
Forest Information Centre, ~sions have been prepared. ly depends on the health  Cards (FSHCs) under differ-  spective Forest Soil Health
Bikram Chowk, here. She called upon the field of underlying soil layers. ent vegetation types in all ~Cards of their divisions for
The training programme officers to plan their af- Therefore, understanding the forest divisions of the raising quality planting
was mainly focused on forestationand plantation the nutrient status and India, with the financial material in the nurseries
increasing the capacity of ~programmes keeping in health of forest soils is assistance under the CAM- and successful afforesta-
forest officials on Soil Test view the parameters of very essential so as to in-  PA Scheme from Ministry tion in the field.

Based Nutrient Manage- soil health of the area for crease the forest produc-  of Environment, Forestand  He also called upon con-
ment Practices and enrich  success of plantation pro- tivity, enhance microbial Climate Change (MOEFCC), tinuous interaction and
knowledge about the forest ~ grammes. populations and achieve New Delhi. It is the first collaboration with ICFRE
ecosystems amongst the She told that there is a success in plantation ac- initiative of its kind in the especially its institute ie.
field functionaries. seamless connection be- tivities and maintain the forestry sector, aiming at HFRI, Shimla. He said that
DG, ICFRE during her tween vegetation and forest ecosystem stability. broad assessment of nu- soils of world are under
presidential address, soils. Forest soils develop  Further, DG, ICFRE said trient status in forest soils ~stress due to many anthro-
highlighted the impor- over a long period of time that few years back there and subsequently formu- pogenic and natural fac-
tance of Forest Soil Health  under the influence of for- was a general perception late suitable management tors. He asserted that it is
Cards with special refer- est cover, bedrock and mi-  that forest soils are similar  practices for degraded ar- essential to assess and im-
ence to Jammu & Kashmir, ~ Cro-organisms. Tree spe- to the agriculture soilsand  eas. She said that ICFRE  prove the soil health in for-
She said that under the ~cies/ vegetation growingin there is no need to study has a pan India presence est ecosystems in view of
programme launched by forested landscapes affect the forest soils separate- with nine regional re- the nationally determined
Ministry of Environment, the soils as well as the mi-  ly. But practically forest search institutes presentin  goals of creating additional
Forest & Climate Change, croclimate, she added. soils are influenced by the  different bio-geo-graphic  carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 bil-
Government of India, For-  Similarly, growth and nutrient cycling and rhi-  zones of India lion tons by 2030.

Forest soil health cards to guide
afforestationin J& K

Jammu, Updated At : 03:44 AM Aug 23, 2025 IST|

Retw: 22 3mea, 2025

3 . v e, e

% W A TAN ST BESCARCH B

Director General, ICFRE, Kanchan Devi, inaugurates one-day capacity
building programme for the forest range officers in Jammu

Director General, Indian Council for Forestry Research and Education
(ICFRE), Kanchan Devi, today inaugurated a one-day capacity building

programme for the Forest Range Officers (FROs) and other frontline
functionaries for Jammu and Kashmir Forest Department at the Forest
Information Centre here.
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J&K Forest Department’s post X

types in various forest division of Jammu and Kashmir.

Dr. Vijender Pal Panwar, Scientist-F and National Project Coordinator (NPC), Forest Research
Institute(FRI), Dehradun shared his views and elucidated the genesis, conceptualization, and broad
implementation of FSHCs project activities at national level. NPC told uniform methodology has been
adopted to collect and analyse the samples.

The programme was attended by Sh. Sarvesh Rai, IFS, PCCF & Chief Wildlife Warden, Sh. T Rabi
Kumar, IFS, PCCF/CEO, CAMPA, Conservator of Forests, Divisional Forest Officers and Range Officers.
More than 100 officers of various ranks attended the one-day programme, physically and virtually. The
inaugural session of the programme was also marked by the official release of Forest Soil Health
Cards(FSHCs) of UT J&K.During the plenary session, discussions were made and participants put up
queries to clarify their doubts.
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