A Report on Training and Demonstration Programme on ""Mass Production
of Kaphal Stock in the Nursery” organized by HFRI, Shimla for local farmers
(27" February 2017)

Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla organized one day training and demonstration
programme on ‘Mass Production of Kaphal Stock in the Nursery’ for the benefit of local
farmers on 27" February 2017 at Shimla. 31 no. farmers from adjoining Panchayats of the
Institute participated in this training programme. The training programme was conducted with a
view to popularize Kaphal- an important wild fruit tree plantations in and around Shimla town to
augment their farming income.

At the start, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F & Course Coordinator of the training
programme welcomed the Chief Guest, resource persons and participants. Thereafter, Chief
Guest Sh. S. P. Negi, IFS, CF, HFRI, Shimla in his inaugural address highlighted the
importance of such training programme for upgrading the knowledge and skills of farmers
towards Seed and Nursery techniques of Kaphal and other important temperate forestry species.
Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F briefed about the institutional activities and various topics to
be covered during this training and demonstration programme.

During the Technical Session in the forenoon Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F gave detailed
interactive presentation on ‘Modern nursery techniques including vermi-composting and
composting. Sh. P.S. Negi, Scientist-C, HFRI talked about Seed handling and pre-sowing
techniques for raising nursery stock of forestry species. He also briefed about seed technology of
Juniper as developed by HFRI. The last lecture of forenoon session was again delivered by Dr.
Sandeep Sharma on ‘Techniques for Mass Production of Kaphal Nursery Stock’.

In the afternoon session, a field visit was conducted to Model Nursery Baragaon, Shimla. On the
way to model nursery, discussed various issues pertaining to rainwater harvesting and catchment
area development. At Model nursery, demonstrated various techniques for raising nursery stock
of Kaphal, Deodar, Hill Bamboo, Chora etc. Besides these, experiments related to grafting
technique in Devdar also shown to participants. The field trip was conducted by Dr. Sandeep
Sharma, Sh. P.S. Negi, Sh. Ramesh Kainthla, Sh. Ran Singh and Pardeep Kumar of HFRI,
Shimla.

The Closing session of the training was conducted at Model Nursery, Baragaon. Participants
freely expressed their views about the training programme and requested to organize such
training programmes frequently for the benefit of local farmers to update their knowledge and
skills. The training ended with the formal vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Sandeep Sharma,
Coordinator of the programme. He especially thanked Vice-president of local Pujarli Panchayat
for extending necessary cooperation for the success of this training programme.
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GLIMPSES OF TRAINING PROGRAMME
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