HIMALAYAN FOREST RESEARCH INSTITTUE
SHIMLA

A Training Programme on “Integrated Pest Management
in Forestry and Control of Insect-pests & Diseases in
Medicinal Plants” (16-18 February, 2017)
Considering the importance of Pest and Disease management in Forestry,
HFRI has ORGANISED a 03 days training programme using the concept of
Integrated Pest Management and as to provide a platform to the frontline
staff of the state forest department and farmers of Himachal Pradesh to
discuss this important aspect of Forest management. The training was
primarily focused on the pest and disease incidences in the trees and
medicinal plants in the North-western Himalayan region including their
control measures. In all 30 participants comprising of Foresters, Forest
guards and Deputy rangers from Chamba, Kinnaur, Rampur and
Dharmshalla Forest Divisions and the farmers of Shimla forest division
participated in this training programme
Dr.V.P. Tewari, Director, HFRI inaugurated the training. In his inaugural
address, he showed concern on the serious incidences of different pests on
the various tree species. Such incidences contribute significantly toward the
drying process of indigenous as well as exotic planted in this fragile
ecosystem, he added. He emphasized that the best way to deal with these
problems is to develop species specific Integrated Pest Management
Programme for the important tree species to begin with and should be
made available to the end users like State Forest Departments. He also said
that the research carried out by HFRI should also ensure the transfer of
technology, what we call “Lab to Land Policy” so that it becomes public
orientated programme for the ultimate benefit of a common man.
Dr. S.P. Bhardwaj, Ex-VC, presented a detailed view on IPM, with a focussed
approach towards unravelling the science behind Pest Management, its
challenges and adoption of technology in forestry sector with special
reference to Himalayas. He also made the participants aware of the related
issues of safety in adopting the IPM technology in medicinal Plants sector
and gave first hand tips on how to respond to a pest epidemic situation in
plantations effectively. Dr. Ashwani Tapwal, talked about Trichoderma as a
biocontrol agent in managing the diseases in medicinal plants and tree
species as well. He also discussed the diseases like Root Rots, Heart Rots

and Pink Diseases in coniferous forest and various strategies for their
management. Sh. P.S. Negi, discussed and addressed the issue of Proper
identification and uses of important medicinal Plants of Himachal Pradesh
followed by a presentation of Dr. Pawan Kumar, who focussed his session on
the issues related to Pest Management in Nurseries. Different types of insect
encountered in nurseries and control methods were also explained to the
participants. Shri Pradeep Bhardwaj, DCF, gave a brief overview on
commercialization of medicinal plants in Himachal Pradesh. He also
advocated the cultivation of highly useful and economically important
medicinal Plants.
Dr. Ranjeet Singh , Training Coordinator in his presentation emphasized
upon the fact that forest trees agricultural crops provide a sustained
resource base for associated insects mainly because of much longer rotation
period and the pest populations tends to become more persistent and
entrenched in the stable habitats of forest stands. He also addressed the
importance of Insect-pests of forest trees and their management for Keeping
the healthy planting stock in forest. He also brought the attention of
participants toward the large scale out-break of Deodar defoliator in
Deodar forest in outer Himalaya including attack of Indian Gypsy Moth on
Ban oak forest and cautioned that, timely attention if not paid to the
management of insect- pests and diseases in this region, it aould be
disasterous. He also gave a quick review on Biological control in IPM and
said that biological sciences have opened up new vistas in pest management
technology. Insects use many different chemicals for communication among
themselves and these are called pheromones, he added.
The participants were also taken to Banjhani forest near Chail, where a large
numbers of Deodar trees were reported dead due to root rot disease. They
were explained, how to take IPM Programme in the affected forest sites to
contain the disease in forest.
Feedback was also obtained from the participants on the last day. In the last
day of the training, Dr. VP Tewari, Director, HFRI distributed the
participation certificates to the participants followed by formal vote of
thanks by Dr. Ranjeet Singh, Training Coordinator.
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