A Report on the HP SFD funded Training Programme on ""Seed and Nursery
Techniques of Juniper, Conifers and High Altitude Medicinal Plants”
organized by HFRI, Shimla for field functionaries of Himachal Pradesh State
Forest Department
(029 - 04™" February 2017)

Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla organized HPSFD funded three days training
programme on “‘Seed and Nursery Techniques of Juniper, Conifers and High Altitude
Medicinal Plants’ for field functionaries of H.P. State Forest Department at Nogli (Rampur)
Shimla during 02 - 04 February, 2017. 21 delegated from Wildlife Division Sarahan and
Rampur Forest Division participated in this training programme. The training programme was
conducted with a view to enhance the practical knowledge and also to sensitize field
functionaries of HP Forest department towards various Seed and Nursery techniques of conifers
and high altitude medicinal plants.

At the start, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F & Coarse Director of the training programme
from Himalayan Forest Research Institute, Shimla welcomed the Chief Guest Sh. Anil Thakur,
IFS, CCF, HPSFD, Rampur Forest Circle and highlighted the importance of such specialized
training programme for upgrading the knowledge and skills of field functionaries towards Seed
and Nursery techniques of Conifers especially Juniper and important high altitude medicinal
plants for ultimately enriching the Himalayan Forests. Sh. Anil Thakur, IFS, CCF in his
inaugural address, flagged various Nursery issues and asked the organizer to include few more
field staff during field visit. Sh. Kunal Angrish, IFS, DFO, Wildlife Division Sarahan briefed
about the expectation from this training programme and requested to include alpine pasture work
carried out by HFRI during deliberations.

During the Technical Session in the forenoon on the first day, Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist
HFRI nicely presented Identification and Uses of Important High Altitude Medicinal Plants and
Wild fruits. His presentation was followed by interactive discussion on this topic. After this, Dr.
Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F gave detailed interactive presentation on ‘Modern nursery
techniques and production of quality stock for productivity enhancement’. In the afternoon
session, the first presentation was made by Sh. R.R. Bhlaik, HPFS (Retd.), who explained
about the various issues of medicinal plants sector and artificial regeneration of Himalayan
Conifers. The next speaker Sh. C. M. Sharma, HPFS (Retd.), deliberated upon impact of forest
fires on conifer forests and medicinal wealth of Himalayas. The last speaker of the day was Sh.
P.S. Negi, Scientist, HFRI talked about Seed and Nursery Techniques for Raising Juniper. He
also demonstrated seed technology of Juniper as developed by HFRI.

On the second day of training prograame, a field visit was conducted to Field Research Station
Shillaru (Shimla) of HFRI. Left Nogli (Rampur) early in the morning and on the way discussed
various issues pertaining to artificial raising of Silver Fir and Spruce near Narkanda. Reached
Shillaru nursery around 11.30AM. Demonstrated various nursery techniques of raising Silver Fir
and Spruce. Discussed and demonstrated in detail techniques for raising nursery stock of
important medicinal plants viz. Atish, Chora, Ban Kakri, Kutki, Mushakbala etc. Besides these,
experiments related to grafting technique in Devdar also shown to participants. The field trip was
conducted by Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Sh. P.S. Negi, Sh. Sangat Ram and



Sh. Sunil of HFRI, Shimla.

On the third day of training prograame, Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist-F discussed Seed and
Nursery Techniques for Raising important Conifer species. He also explained about composting
and vermin-composting techniques as requested by DFO Wildlife, Sarahan. The next speaker of
the day was Dr. Ravindra Pacholi, US AID, Red Plus, Rampur (Shimla). In his presentation,
he broadly discussed Community participation in NTFP management and also briefed about the
Red Plus project being implemented in Rampur region of the state.

Dr. R.S. Minhas, Chairman HIMOARD, Khaneri, Rampur, Shimla, in his talk, explained
about organic farming with particular reference to medicinal plants cultivation — possibilities and
limitations. His talk was followed by lot of discussion. Thereafter, Sh. P.S. Negi, Scientist,
talked about Seed and Nursery Techniques for Raising High level Silver Fir (Talish Patra). In the
afternoon session, the first presentation was made by Dr. Vaneet Jishtu, Scientist, HFRI, who
talked about hill bamboos and their economical and ecological significance. The last presentation
of this training programme was made by Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Scientist, HFRI on seed and
nursery techniques for raising important high altitude medicinal plants. The presentation was
followed by healthy discussion on medicinal plants cultivation in higher Himalayas.

The Closing session of the training was again presided by Sh. Anil Thakur, IFS, CCF,
HPSFD, Rampur Forest Circle. It was also attended by Sh. Kunal Angrish, IFS, DFO, Wildlife
Division Sarahan, Sh. Ashok Negi, HPFS, DFO Rampur, Sh. Chander Bhushan, HPFS, DFO,
HQ, Rampur and Sh. D.K. Joshi, HPFS, ACF, Wildlife Division Sarahan. Dr. Vaneet Jishtu,
Scientist, HFRI, coordinated the closing session. Participants freely expressed their views about
the training programme and requested to organize such training programmes frequently to update
their knowledge and skills. Sh. Anil Thakur, IFS, in his concluding remarks, thanked the
Director, HFRI and his team for organizing the training programme at Nogli, Rampur and also
appreciated the participants for actively participating in deliberations and field visit during the
course of this training programme. The training programme ended with the formal vote of thanks
proposed by Dr. Sandeep Sharma, Coordinator of the training programme. He especially
thanked Wildlife wing of Himachal Pradesh State Forest Department for sponsoring the training
programme.
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